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2) Extrajudicial Killing I have only been alive a week and I hardly recognize 
myself   – I can make out a reflection in the glass, but I do 
not believe it is me, and, if I look deeply I can see right the 
way through it; my vision is not yet clear.

If I look deeply into the glass I can see a young man – he is 
pale now, somehow, somehow his skin, once darkened by 
the sun, is pale, he is changed in colour the way things are 
changed in colour… under water.

There is something thick between us and it is, I’m sure, 
even in my infancy, that there is something thicker than 
the glass, when I peck and take each grain, each time, I am 
confronted – this boy is dead – he is dead.

The room is silent to me, though I cannot be certain for my 
vision, just as my hearing, remains unformed – blurry: I can 
see in the faces of people who look just like him, not me, 
their eyes are full of tears and their moans and screams 
still reach me, completely silent – this boy is dead, that is 
for sure.
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The Public Prosecution Service (PPS) said on Thursday 
there was not enough evidence to bring charges against 
the unnamed 59-year-old man over the murder of 10 Prot-
estants in south Armagh.

A spokesperson said: “We have concluded that there is no 
reasonable prospect of a conviction based on the availa-
ble evidence and that the test for prosecution is therefore 
not met.

“We are mindful of the disappointment that this decision 
will bring to the surviving victim and families of those who 
were killed. Although 41 years have passed since this atroc-
ity, we are conscious that their pain endures.”
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On the 8th of June the Attorney General’s office called 
for experimental verification after the Mexican govern-
ment had allowed the GIEI to investigate the Iguala case. I 
decided to respond independently; I had heard of and had 
been following the awful story after a Mexican student of 
mine had brought it to my attention. After the callout, I went 
to Cocula to survey the dump myself. I could quickly see 
that, in terms of the scale of the proposed incineration, that 
a fire could not have taken place in the dump; there was 
simply no sign of a fire that large and given its proposed 
intensity the neighbouring trees showed no signs of scar-
ring. I felt it was impossible that the students 43 bodies 
could have been burned here. It doesn’t make any sense 
that you can make 43 people disappear like that.

Upon returning, I set up a controlled experiment with my 
students at the University of Queensland, here in Australia. 
We systematically burned pig’s carcasses using them as 
a proxy for human bodies. We wanted to prove that the 
inferno necessary to consume 43 bodies could not have 
occurred at the dump. In the report, it was said that the 
fire was made with diesel, gasoline, tires, wood and plas-
tic - instead we left out the tires and plastic as they would 
have made the fire less efficient and used bone dry wood, 
stacked precisely so as to improve the fire. These condi-
tions would create the ‘ideal scenario”. What we found was 
that even when using 630 kg of wood for a single 70-kg pig, 
10% of the pig’s flesh remained after the fire burned out, 
therefore, 43 bodies of a similar weight would have required 
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over 27,000 kg of wood, and organic matter would have 
survived the fire (in the report it was said that no organic 
matter was discovered whatsoever). We then proceeded 
to burn 4 pig’s carcasses at once to explore whether or 
not the body fat would fuel the fire and promote inciner-
ation. What we discovered was that each time a carcass 
was added it dramatically weakened the fire; burning the 
43 bodies therefore, would require much more wood than 
burning each separately.

Images in order: 

– �(Cover) Eric Sison’s funeral, 22, was killed Aug 18, 2016, was shot dead by unidentified 
assailants in Pasay City, Philippines.

– �Francisco Mañosca’s funeral, 5, was killed on Dec 12, 2016, along with his father Domingo 
Mañosca, 44, they were shot dead by unidentified assailants in Pasay City, Philippines.

– �The bullet-riddled minibus found near Whitecross in South Armagh where ten Protestant 
workmen were shot dead, 1976.

– �The ten men shot dead by an IRA gang near the County Armagh Village of Kingsmills in 
1976. -Poster of Iguala 43, plea for information and reward by Mexican authorities.

– �The families of the 43 missing students from Ayotzinapa Rural Teachers’ College lead a 
protest Sept. 26, 2015, in Mexico City.

– �Controlled experiment burning pig’s carcasses, University of Queensland, Australia, 2015.
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5) What did I do to deserve this? On the 25th May 1895, Oscar Wilde was sentenced to two 
years hard labour of which for the first 6 months he was put 
to work on the treadmill, treading 4 hours a day.

If you are not accustomed with this measure, a prison 
treadmill looks itself, not dissimilar, to the wheel of a stern-
wheel steamer or a ferry boat, though the steps are wider, 
and in prison, each of the steps is called a float. In front, 
there would be a horizontal wooden bar hung at an ordi-
nary, median height so as to be a grip for the men to hold on 
to. The ponderous contraption is mechanized by the weight 
of the man on the wheel taking each of his steps. When 
ready, Oscar Wilde would have to enter into his booth, only 
a thin wall separating him from his felon brothers and, like 
them, he would then proceed to jump onto one of the steps 
and grab onto the wooden bar with his hands for support. 
And, sinking down on one foot he would step upwards and 
meet the next appearing float as it comes round: it is much 
like climbing a particularly steep flight of stairs with no end-
ing in sight. What is more, there is not time for respite or 
opportunity to duck the work or, hazard missing the next 
float. All of the men must step onto the next float and if 
they find that their concentration fails them then they will, 
at the least, risk quite a nasty knock on the shin, or worse, 
they could find the float catches them at the knee and peels 
the skin horribly, down the whole front, all the way to the 
instep. It is as much a hazardous task as it is exhausting and 
un-dignifying. The treadmill is probably one of the most 
severe and barbaric reformations of our time.
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Each of the men would work in 20 minute stints with only 5 
minute breaks between, that is, in cruel numeration, after 4 
hours of work, Oscar Wilde would have climbed five miles 
of stairs in total, and, ascended 6000ft. His body would 
have been surely resigned under this punishment. No more 
unlikely a transformation, that the poet himself, the apos-
tle of dainty aestheticism could have been so condemned, 
had become like his fellow unfortunates, collapsed by the 
law, or more so, by the inhumanity of it. This unjust ascent 
brought him no closer to freedom nor to redemption, or 
any way along, or closer to what might be so defunct now, 
a heaven.

MARY MITCHELL, UNICOR, C.O.O.
“Many offenders eagerly look forward to the day when 
they will return to their communities but some do not. In 
some cases they may not have the skills necessary to fill 
needed jobs in order to support themselves and their fam-
ilies, legal and other social stigmas, will also impact their 
ability to adjust to life beyond prison. But the fact remains, 
approximately 95% of all federal offenders will eventually 
return to our community. Statistics reveal model programs 
can and do work. UNICOR, one of the Federal Bureau of 
Prisons most important re-entry programs helps provide 
individuals with a second chance. It is truly a life chang-
ing experience for those who participate. The challenges 
of re-entry are far from new, as far back as 1938 former 
Attorney General Homer Cummings recognized that the 
individuals released would eventually return to live in our 
neighborhoods, to walk beside us on the street, their chil-
dren would associate with our children, and their families 
would be part of our community. This resonated with me 
when as a warden I signed release paperwork for offend-
ers returning to the neighborhoods where my loved ones 
lived, so I would ask myself, have we done all the we can 
do to provide the men and women in our custody with the 
opportunity to become productive law-abiding tax paying 
citizens?”
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See that girl with the blondish, red hair… 

Mom, what… what is she dressed in?

That’s a wet suit, that black thing, it’s a wet suit… 

What are they doing?

She’s minding her, telling her where to go what to do… 
So, she’s minding her… rewarding her with fish… See, 
swallowing it whole, she’s not even chewing it… 

Sue… Do you wanna see these pictures?

Yeah, no… watch… 

Sue… 

Wait, I want to see what they’re doing can you show me 
in a minute. Watch… 

Looks like they are gonna weigh this one… there  
gonna weigh em right now, that things gonna come up 
and weigh em.

Ah, She’s telling em where to be… 

Look David! Look!
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Told you they were gonna lift him up and weigh him, see 
that floors come up from the bottom… 

Oh get a picture!! Go over there, go over there and get a 
picture of him!!!

I can’t… the poles in the way

Nikki can you stay over here… 

They can breathe, without any water?

Yeah because you see, they just need to stay a little in 
the water, so that their body doesn’t dry out… they, they 
breathe through their blow hole, they have lungs just like 
you and me.

So, if she just stays there for like, 40 years or some-
thing, would they… 

No, they would die.

Look they’re giving them some shots or some medicine or 
something… 

What are they doing to its back, what’s wrong with it?

I’m not really sure.

That’s not their back… that their um, fin… dorsal fin, it helps 
them swim.

Do you think they know? Do they know about whales?

Yeah, see how gentle she is, she’s lifting it… maybe 
she’s checking it… No, no… They are very used to being 
touched and handled and see how calm she is… 

What they doing, pushin him?

No, they’re just touching him making sure he’s okay 
they’re trying to distract him little a bit, cause they’re 
checking him, listening to him… there doing something I 
can’t really tell… 

You know… Like when you go to the doctor, when he lis-
tens to your chest… checks your ears and throat, just like 
that… they’re checking him to make sure

What are they doing to his tail?

She’s keeping water on him so he doesn’t dry out

What happens if he dries out?

But you don’t want him to dry out, it’ll hurt his skin.

He’ll get a sunburn.
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She’s the vetinarian.

I think the girl in the blue is giving him the shots… 

In his fin… she’s bending it a bit, maybe she’s massaging it… 

It’s not very straight.

Yeah usually I’ve seen em they are, like dolphins and uh… 
are straight

Wow… huh, that was fascinating… aright, comon guys

Images in order:

— �(Cover) A Sea World trainer measuring the progressive bending of the dorsal fin of a 
captive orca (Kanduke, deceased 9/20/1990), Ocean Advocate Fl.

— �UNICOR customer seals.
— �Treadmill, H.M. Prison, Preston, 1902.
— �Two stills from UNICOR introductory film ‘In their own words’, Program Details, Federal 

Bureau of Prisons, 2008.
— �Sea World: Family dining next to Shamu.
— �Tilikum in his pool, Sea World San Diego. 


